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West’s Key Number Digest 
West’s Key Number Digest, Extortion and Threats $915 


A.L.R. Library 


Evidence of acquisition or possession of money, source of which is not traced, as admissible against defendant in criminal 
case, 91 A.L.R.2d 1046 


Any competent evidence which tends to prove or disprove any material fact at issue in the case is admissible in a prosecution 
for blackmail, and thus, evidence has been held properly admitted which shows that one charged with blackmail, who 
contended that he was an innocent go-between, paid bills and made bank deposits after he had obtained money from the 
blackmail victim. ! 


A district court was within its discretion in admitting evidence of IOUs documenting loans from a defendant to an extortion 
victim unrelated to the charged extortionate conduct, given that the evidence was relevant as to whether defendant was 
actually in the business of loaning money, and its probative value outweighed any prejudicial impact because the loans were 
not identified as evidence of extortion.’ 


Evidence of bonds posted for the defendant is admissible in defendant’s prosecution for intimidation and theft to corroborate 
a restaurant owner’s testimony that he was asked twice to post bond for the defendant as part of the scheme of extortion and 
that the defendant threatened harm to the restaurant owner and the restaurant after the owner refused to post bond.’ 


A public salary extortion statute under which proof that payments were collected from employees constitutes presumptive 


evidence that payments were made under duress creates only a permissive presumption rather than a mandatory 
presumption.‘ 
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